UPDATE: Susan Ithungu
Many Open Doors supporters have been
praying for Susan Ithungu from Uganda
who, at the age of 10, was locked in a
small room for over three months and left
without food or water when her father
discovered she had converted from Islam
to Christianity. On a recent visit to Susan,
Open Doors worker Heidi* found that,
over six years later, Susan is continuing to
make positive progress.
When Susan was rescued from her imprisonment in 2010,
she was critically malnourished, severely injured and
emotionally scarred. Since then, she has had dozens of
operations and treatments to help her recover, but there is
still a long way to go.
"A young girl walking with crutches approached us with a
beautiful smile on her face,” Heidi writes. "Susan remains
ever-ambitious. She says she still wants to become a doctor
because she wants to help other people."
One desire that is close to Susan's heart has been her
education, which has been delayed multiple times due
to her medical needs. "Once she finishes her final primary
school exam, she will have to go for further corrective
surgery abroad," Heidi explains. "She will have to postpone
returning to secondary school for up to two years due to
the treatment.” All things being well, Susan will have started
her secondary education by the end of 2018.
Thank you to everyone who has come alongside Susan during
her recovery, by praying, writing letters and giving towards
her needs. Thanks to your financial support, Open Doors has
been able to cover her medical and education costs. And
despite her painful past, Susan continues to hold on to God.
When asked how we can pray for her, she said, "Please pray
for my healing. I want to walk without the crutches. I am also
thankful for the support from Open Doors."
"Spiritually, she is as switched-on as ever," Heidi says. "Whilst
I was there, Susan told me, ‘I forgive my father because he
did not know what he was doing’."

PRAY
• That Susan will be fully healed
• That Susan would be able to complete her education
• Ask God to protect those who are supporting her.
*Name changed for security reasons

Give thanks for

Answered prayer
In December’s prayer diary we asked for
prayer for Uzbek Christian Tohar Haydarov
(33) who was imprisoned in March 2010.
We are delighted to announce that he has
been released, after serving just six years
and 10 months of his ten-year sentence.
Tohar’s release came unexpectedly for
everyone involved. The Uzbek authorities
didn't alert anyone and sadly there was
nobody to pick him up from the prison.
He was finally reunited with his family once he made it home. "God
has heard the prayers of many Christians," an Uzbek Christian said.
"We are thankful for everyone who prayed for him and sent letters
to him while he was in prison."
Tohar received a warning that he should 'not get into trouble' after
his release.
The young Baptist was arrested in March 2010 and sentenced to
ten years in prison with labour for drug possession, a false claim
according to Christians close to him, who suspect he was being
punished for his religious activities. During the investigations, he
was probably beaten and forced to sign papers.
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A pastor has had his home burnt down while he was showing
the Jesus film to people in his village.

PRAY
• Praise God for Tohar's release
• For healing for Tohar as he recovers from his time in prison
• For provision and strength as he begins to adjust to normal life.
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Pastor Vijay Sagaria from Bagderi, Odisha, was showing the
film to people in the village one kilometre from his home on 5
November. His whole family went to watch the film, but when
they returned home at midnight they were shocked to find that
their house was on fire. Within minutes the whole house was
reduced to ashes.

January 2017

Pastor Vijay had been threatened many times before because of
his faith, and had been warned of dire consequences if he and his
family did not leave the village. They had also been boycotted by
other people in the village. Upon investigation it was found that
the fire was not an accident.
Violence against Christians in India is increasing. On 16 October,
Christian woman Samari Kasabi (55) was stripped naked, beaten
to death and her dead body burnt in the village of Dokawaya,
Chhattisgarh. It was not the first time her family had been targeted.
India was number 17 on the 2016 World Watch List but is
expected to rise up the list in 2017.

Pray
• For courage and protection for Pastor
Vijay and his family

Tohar’s release is very surprising because in May 2016 he was
denied amnesty while many other prisoners were released. "We
are very grateful Tohar has been granted parole," one contact says.
"We have prayed for him for years and we need to continue our
prayers. After six years in such difficult circumstances he needs to
be restored and re-establish his relationships with his loved ones.
We know from other ex-prisoners that the process can be hard."
Uzbekistan is one of the harshest dictatorships in Central Asia. The
regime will do everything possible to stay in power – all forms of
opposition and deviations from the norm are ruthlessly attacked.
Christianity is regarded as an alien and destabilising factor.
Christian converts from a Muslim background also experience
additional pressure from their families and communities.
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• For Open Doors volunteers providing
support to the family
• For God’s comfort for the family of
Samari Kasabi.
The 2017 World Watch List launches on 11 January. Visit our
website then to discover where Christians are facing the most
extreme persecution.
For the latest news and to sign up for our weekly email prayer
alerts, go to www.opendoorsuk.org
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“WHOEVER LOSES THEIR LIFE
FOR ME AND FOR THE GOSPEL
WILL SAVE IT.”
Mark 8:35

PRAY

Pray for the Middle East

North Korea
Sunday 1 January
Though North Korea’s constitution claims to guarantee freedom
of religion, Christianity is completely forbidden. The biggest
desire of every North Korean believer is to be able to meet
together in and worship in freedom. Pray that this will happen
very soon.

Sunday 8 January
Pray for the protection of women. Rape is common practice in prison
camps. If a woman gets pregnant, she’s often murdered. Forced
abortions happen when pregnant, trafficked women are arrested
in China and repatriated to North Korea. Ask God to heal women
who’ve been damaged by what has happened to them.

Monday 2 January
With the exception of those who fled the country, there is no
North Korean Christian alive who has ever lived in a society
where they could freely gather for worship. Even meeting in
small house groups is often impossible. Ask God to provide ways
for Christians to meet to encourage each other.

Monday 9 January
Pray for children in Christian families. Because it’s so dangerous to
share your faith with children in North Korea, parents usually wait until
they are much older. Ask God to work in their hearts so that they are
ready to receive the gospel once their parents can open up to them.

Tuesday 3 January
The fastest growing part of the North Korean church is the ‘refugee
church’ - North Koreans who came to faith in China and take their
faith back to their families. The groups are small, but new believers
continue to be added. Ask God to grow their faith.
Wednesday 4 January
We can’t share actual figures with you, but the number of people
arrested on an annual basis is heartbreaking. Entire families
disappear. Christians are usually sentenced without a (fair) trial
when they are exposed. Some are executed, others sentenced to
years of forced labour. Ask God to strengthen and sustain them.
Thursday 5 January
The Bible is forbidden in North Korea. There’s probably no country
in the world where there are so many Bibles hidden underground
and in other places. Give thanks for Christians who are brave
enough to keep a Bible, read it in the dark and then hide it again.
Ask the Lord to give them life through His Word.
Friday 6 January
Pray for families who have been separated from each other,
because the husband was put in one camp and his wife and
children in another, or because a family member was executed.
Ask the Lord to heal their brokenness and give them the certain
hope that they will meet again.
Saturday 7 January
Christians try to look after each other, using an old Korean
practice called ‘holy rice’. They set aside a portion of the little
food they have, to give to the poor. Ask God to bless those
helping others in greater need.
Open Doors
organises
small Bible
study groups
for trafficked
North Korean
women in
China

Tuesday 10 January
Without Open Doors' support, many North Korean believers would
starve to death. Pray for Open Doors workers bringing vital relief aid
and spiritual support to help these believers survive. Their work is
increasingly dangerous. Pray for encouragement and protection.
Wednesday 11 January – UK & Ireland
Pray for the launch of the 2017 World Watch List taking place in
parliament today. Last year over 100 MPs attended. Please pray that
attendance and engagement would be high again today, and would
lead to the government doing more to protect the right to freedom
of religion across the world.

Cuba
Thursday 12 January
Pray for the church in Cuba following the death of Fidel Castro
and the election of a new US president (see Magazine p5). "The
improved relations between the USA and Cuba raised hopes that
Cuban churches would be granted more freedom," says an Open
Doors researcher. “However, after one year, the situation for Cuban
churches remains unchanged.“ Pray for spiritual breakthrough.
Friday 13 January
In the aftermath of hurricane Matthew, Open Doors partners have
been providing humanitarian aid through local churches. Recently,
the Cuban authorities ordered some churches to hand over all
donated goods to the government, as they consider the state to be
responsible for the material needs of the people. Pray for courage
for pastors engaged in the relief work.
Saturday 14 January
Church services are monitored by the authorities, and pastors and
Christians are sometimes pressured to stop evangelising and to
limit their activities to their own church premises. Pray for boldness
and wisdom to continue spreading the good news.
Sunday 15 January
Bibles and Christian materials are in extremely short supply and
permission to print Christian literature locally is hard to obtain. Ask
God to make His Word more accessible to the people of Cuba.

Nigeria

Monday 16 January – Syria
Pray that 2017 will be a year of peace, rebuilding and
reconciliation in Syria. Pray that international leaders and all who
have influence in the Syrian conflict will work towards a solution
that is good for all the people of Syria.

Tuesday 24 January
Give thanks that 21 of the Chibok schoolgirls abducted in 2014
have been released (see Magazine p16). Ask God to restore them
physically, emotionally and spiritually, and pray for the release of
the girls who remain in captivity.

Tuesday 17 January – Syria
As the new year gets underway, pray for guidance for Open Doors
partners in Syria as they consider which new projects to develop.
The challenges are enormous; ask the Lord to give them wisdom
to discern what the Syrian church needs most in the time ahead.

Wednesday 25 January
Pray for Esther, one of the girls who managed to escape abduction
by Boko Haram. Afterwards she was sent to an internally displaced
people’s camp in Yola, Adamawa State, for her own safety. She was
eventually taken to Jos and taken in by an elderly lady who heard
about her plight. Pray for Open Doors partners looking at ways to
help her, and pray that she can be reunited with her family soon.

Wednesday 18 January – Syria
Many church leaders and volunteers involved in the relief
ministries of the church are overloaded with work. Pray for daily
strength, wisdom to know where best to focus their efforts, and
that they will be encouraged by the fruits of their work.
Thursday 19 January – Syria
Pray for Khaled* from Damascus who recently accepted Jesus
as his Saviour. “I attend the church services, and I try as much as
possible to transfer what I hear to my wife and children,” he says.
"My sister started to attend the ladies’ service as she is thankful
for the love of the church and the way they treat her. We hope
you continue helping us and praying for us.”
Friday 20 January – Iraq
Praise God for the liberation of many Christian towns and
villages on the Nineveh Plain (see Magazine p12)! Pray for
wisdom for Open Doors partners and local church leaders
planning how best to support those who wish to return home
when it is safe to do so.
Saturday 21 January – Iraq
Pray for Christians who saw their houses again for the first time after
more than two years in displacement and found them in total ruins.
One Christian woman asks: “I ask you to pray for all those people like
me who are seeing photos of their houses burned and damaged,
and cry bitterly. Pray that we will have comfort of heart; for us to
know that we left everything for His name.”
Sunday 22 January – Iraq
Thank God for two elderly Christian ladies in Qaraqosh who
survived for more than two years under IS occupation. One of the
ladies says they used to see Islamic State (IS) members walking
in front of their house, but tried to hide so they would not notice
them. They have now been able to rejoin their families in Erbil.
They are traumatised and exhausted – pray for their wellbeing.
Monday 23 January – Iraq
Thank God for the youth group from the liberated village of
Karamles. They are preparing to clean and restore their damaged
church. Thank God for the energy and hope that they have and
pray that it will soon be safe for them to return to Karamles.

Thursday 26 January
Praise God that Open Doors has been able to provide lifesaving
food aid for around 15,000 people displaced by Boko Haram
violence. "I thank God for this food aid and I thank the people who
brought it,” said one recipient. “We now have food that we can give
to our children.”
Friday 27 January
To help Christians cope with the effects of targeted violence, Open
Doors has started broadcasting the Standing Strong Through the
Storm course via radio to around 50,000 Christians in some of the
worst persecution affected areas. Pray that many Christians will find
encouragment and comfort in their faith through this course.

Libya

Saturday 28 January
A Libyan man who converted to Christianity has been arrested in
Benghazi. According to Libyan news website Libya Herald he has
been accused of ‘proselytising on social media and denigrating
Islam’. Ask the Lord to give him courage not to deny his faith, and
pray for his release.
Sunday 29 January
Human traffickers often use Libya as their main starting point to send
people to Europe. Many have died trying to cross the Mediterranean
in unseaworthy boats. Ask God to give wisdom to governments
trying to crack down on this illegal trade and that the hearts of the
traffickers would turn away from evil and towards Christ.
Monday 30 January
Give thanks that there is a voracious appetite for God’s Word in
certain parts of Libya. Ask God to make His Word available to more
Libyans and pray that these people will find Jesus.
Tuesday 31 January
Praise God that, despite the risks, Libyan believers are being
baptised inside the country! Churches for Libyans and Christian
literature in Arabic are forbidden. Ask God to provide ways for new
believers to be discipled so they can grow in their faith.

