Friday 24 February – Kenya (#WWL 18)
Militant Islamist groups like al-Shabaab continue to target
Christians in the northeast and coastal regions of Kenya. Ask
God to have mercy on them and pray that they would come to
know Jesus as the way, the truth and the life.
Saturday 25 February – Turkmenistan (#WWL 19)
Turkmenistan is considered one of the most restrictive
countries in the world. Pray that security forces who monitor
Christians would encounter the gospel and become advocates
and protectors of Christians in Turkmenistan.
Sunday 26 February – Qatar (#WWL 20)
Pray for Christian converts who feel too afraid to share their
faith with Muslim family members. Ask God to give them
boldness and discernment in sharing God's love.
Monday 27 February – UK and Ireland
As the needs of persecuted believers worldwide increase, Open
Doors longs to do more to strengthen the church to stand
strong. Please pray for spiritual and physical protection for
Open Doors staff members and their families – for good health,
strength, and safety in travel as they raise support and awareness
for our persecuted family.
Tuesday 28 February – UK and Ireland
Lent begins tomorrow, and many supporters in the UK and
Ireland will be starting our Fast Food Lent course. Pray that, as
small groups and churches connect with the persecuted church,
they will be fed by the faith of their brothers and sisters and
moved to support them by praying, giving and speaking out.
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This month’s Prayer Diary focuses on the
top 20 countries on the Open Doors 2017
World Watch List. For more information to
help you pray for these and the rest of the
countries on the List, please use the 2017
World Watch Guide. To order a copy, use
the enclosed response form or go to
www.opendoorsuk.org/resourceorder

North Korea (#WWList 1)
Wednesday 1 February
North Korea has been number one
on the World Watch List since 2002.
Ask God to have mercy on this
nation and pray that His kingdom
will come and His will be done in
North Korea.
Thursday 2 February
Leader Kim Jong-Un continues to
consolidate his power over the nation. Pray that he would come
to know the one true God, and pray for positive change within
the regime.
Friday 3 February
Christians face persecution from state authorities and from
their non-Christian family, friends and neighbours. Pray for
strength, endurance and protection for the North Korean
church.
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Saturday 4 February
North Korea employs Inminban (neighbourhood watch units)
to exercise control over its people. The leader has to write
reports about everyone in the neighbourhood. The secret
police keep thick files on every citizen in order to find out who
the disloyal citizens are. Pray Brother Andrew’s prayer that God
would ‘make seeing eyes blind’ to Christian activities.
Sunday 5 February
Tens of thousands of Christians are imprisoned in labour
camps, prisons and remote areas of the country because of
their faith or the faith of their family. Their circumstances are
grave. Ask the Lord to provide for their physical and spiritual
needs and pray that He will grant them a release.

Monday 6 February
Pray for the unknown heroes, people whose names we don’t know
but who suffer for their refusal to deny Christ. Ask God to give them
the strength to endure, and pray that God will use their testimony
to transform the hearts of their guards and fellow prisoners.
Tuesday 7 February
Open Doors workers provide shelter, aid, training and training
materials to North Korean believers in China, who often travel back
to North Korea. Ask God to strengthen and protect them, and to
use this support to strengthen the church.

World Watch List: countries 2-20
Wednesday 8 February – Somalia (#WWL 2)
Somali Christians cannot openly attend gatherings or read the
Bible. Even reading about Christ on the internet is dangerous. Ask
God to provide ways for His people to be discipled in secret.
Thursday 9 February – Afghanistan (#WWL 3)
The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan does not allow conversion from
Islam. It is seen as apostasy and brings shame on the family and
community. Pray for change to take place within the country and
for openness to religions other than Islam.
Friday 10 February – Pakistan (#WWL 4)
Pakistan suffers from a plethora of radical Islamic groups. Please
pray for the Pakistani government to pass laws that will protect the
Christians and other religious minorities in the country.
Saturday 11 February – Sudan (#WWL 5)
Sharia (Islamic law) is the foundation of Sudan’s legal system. The
government frequently arrests, harasses and expels Christians. Pray
that the Sudanese government will become more accepting of
Christianity and will allow freedom of religion.
Sunday 12 February – Syria (#WWL 6)
As Syria’s conflict drags into its sixth year, pray for Christians still
living in places dominated by the so-called Islamic State (IS) or other
radical Islamist groups. Pray that they will hold onto Jesus, and will
find opportunities to encourage and strengthen each other.
Monday 13 February – Iraq (#WWL 7)
Large areas of Iraq remain under the control of Islamic radicals.
Even the Christian towns and areas that have been liberated are not
safe to return to because of the level of destruction, unexploded
devices, and threats of returning Islamic State fighters. Please pray
for peace and stability in Iraq.
Tuesday 14 February – Iran (#WWL 8)
Due to government pressure, nearly all churches that held
services in Farsi have been closed in the past five years and their
leaders arrested. Pray for Christians in Iran’s prisons to share God’s
unconditional love with their guards and fellow inmates.

Wednesday 15 February – Yemen (#WWL 9)
The conflict in Yemen is enabling radical Islamists from
al-Qaeda and IS to move freely through Yemen. They are
extremely aggressive towards Christians. Ask God to protect
the small, fragile church and to touch the hearts of the radical
Islamists so that they will receive the love of Jesus.
Thursday 16 February – Eritrea (#WWL 10)
Thousands of Christians have been arrested and imprisoned
since 2002, some of whom have been in prison for 11 or 12
years. Pray for strength and endurance for Christians being
held in horrific conditions, and for grace to bring the light of
Christ to their captors.
Friday 17 February – Libya (#WWL 11)
Give thanks for the growing church of believers from a
Muslim background in Libya! Pray for those who are isolated
from other believers, that God will protect them and provide
opportunities for them to grow in their faith.
Saturday 18 February – Nigeria (#WWL 12)
Thousands of Nigerian Christians have been displaced from
their communities in targeted violence. Pray for wisdom for
Open Doors partners as they serve these communities with
emergency relief and trauma counselling.
Sunday 19 February – Maldives (#WWL 13)
Pray for the few secret believers in Maldives. Ask God to
help them to find fellowship with other believers and pray
that they will have access to the Bible, which is considered
contraband under Maldivian law.
Monday 20 February – Saudi Arabia (#WWL 14)
Saudi Arabia is defined by Wahhabism, a strict interpretation
of Islam. It is forbidden to openly practise other religions
and conversion is punishable by death. Pray that Saudis who
have recently come to Christ would grow strong in their
faith and disciple others until the whole country knows the
name of Jesus.
Tuesday 21 February – India (#WWL 15)
The assertiveness of radical Hindu organisations has
increased in recent years. They claim that India belongs to
Hinduism. Pray for perseverance for Christians from a Hindu
background who face pressure to return to Hinduism.
Wednesday 22 February – Uzbekistan (#WWL 16)
Uzbekistan has one of the harshest dictatorships in Central
Asia. All forms of opposition to the regime and deviations
from the norm are attacked. Christianity is seen as a
destabilising factor. Pray for change and that Christianity will
be accepted in Uzbekistan.
Thursday 23 February – Vietnam (#WWL 17)
As the Christian minority in Vietnam grows, the government
works hard to monitor churches and curb the growth of
Christianity. Pray for a loosening of these restrictions and for
increased freedom.

